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Getting Your Preschooler Ready for “Big” School
At this time of year, families are tremendously busy trying to catch

the last moments of summer and gearing up for the soon-to-arrive fall.
Parents have so much to think about as they explore childcare options.
They also must think to the future of their child – how will they be
ready for school?  What does school readiness involve?  How will I
know my child is getting it ALL?  

The first list that the parent has to check off when searching for
childcare tends to focus on the safety and care needs necessary.  The
second list is what will my child learn while there.  As you start to think
about their heading off to big school, you suddenly need to ensure that
you are doing all that you can to prepare them for this big change in
the not too distance future.  

Preschoolers are amazing kids!  They are in many ways – little
adults.  With definitive personalities, opinions, likes and dislikes.  The
Early Childhood Education & Care program that your child attends has
a lot of ground to cover to meet these many characteristics.
Incorporating a curriculum into the daily care needs of children
requires a thorough knowledge of child development.  It is imperative
that the curriculum support and encourage the children’s development.
The self-esteem that preschoolers have is something to be admired,
encouraged, nurtured and guided.  

At KIDS R KIDS, we achieve our preparation for “big” school by
maintaining an excellent understanding of the characteristics of
preschoolers, engaging the children with our curriculum and involving
the interests of the children themselves.  The kids actively contribute to
the plans.  To form the opinion that “learning is fun” early --- leads to
being a life-long learner.  This leads to life-long successes.  

We program to meet cognitive, emotional, social, language and
motor development needs. We also focus on social development a
great deal.  The ability to interact positively with peers is a skill that
takes much practice.  To be able to communicate, share, negotiate,
problem-solve; these are vital skills that your child must have by the
time they reach school.  To experience the culture shock of “big”
school and not have these skills would really leave a child at an
extreme disadvantage.  You want them there, excited to learn, able to
articulate how they feel, to stand up for themselves and demonstrate
and require respect.

We have two preschool rooms at KIDS R KIDS.  All of these rooms
are established with a variety of equipment to develop specific skills in
the children: water play, textured play, art, science, math, dramatic
play, library, blocks, table top, puzzles, etc. The rooms are laid out for
developmentally appropriate activities relative to:  gross motor, fine
motor, social, emotional, linguistic and cognitive.

As we prepare children for "big" school, skills that have been
developing through toddlerhood and into the preschool years, all come
together through our school-readiness program.  The children hone
many skills and concepts:  negotiation, cooperation, patience,
teamwork, respect, sharing, cause-effect in addition to fine-tuning their
independent thinking.  The children are instrumental in the program's
daily implementation.  Journaling, charting, and recording are very
much a part of the children's work.  They love to make books at this
age and also really enjoy experiments.  The diversity of topics they
want to learn about and that we guide them to and from is huge.  Maps
and understanding the world is often a fascination.  Science and the
environment are also incorporated.  Mathematics: sizes, comparisons,
measurement, counting, as well as adding and subtracting are a
constant.  Curiosity about family, culture, diversity, and history is
prevalent.  Dramatic and Artistic expression is also a part of each and
every day.  Language activities are often on the go as children this age
are fascinated with what letters go where.  Field Trips round off the
preparations each summer.   

We believe that the preparation for “big” school is a journey with
many twists and turns, ups and downs, which your child must take.
Quality Early Childhood Education provides guides for your child’s
journey and makes certain the adventure is a happy, exciting, safe and
productive one.  

Come and visit us at KIDS R KIDS for our Open House on Sat. the
14th, from 9 – 5 to see how we accomplish all
this.  We have a limited number of preschool
spaces available. Check out our web site at
www.kidsrkids.ca and call us at 450-KIDS. 
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